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ing of the affair of Diogo Mendes," he writes to the King,
" it is the most disgraceful business I have ever seen! As
I have already observed to Your Highness, it seems to be
my fate to make men do unheard of things!" (He might
have reflected that an autocrat dealing with characters
almost as unbending as his own may provoke strange
reactions!) It was outrageous, he goes on to say, that
Diogo Mendes should have so defied him "in front of
all the ambassadors from the kings and lords of India
who were with me at the time, while I was building a
fortress for Your Highness before the eyes of Vijayanagar
and the Deccan!"

In characteristically Albuquerquian fashion this indict-
ment of Diogo Mendes is followed almost in the same breath
by a glowing tribute to the merits of the man. " With all
this, I assure you, Senhor, Diogo Mendes is a good man!
He is wise and valiant and of good council. I was amazed
he should act as he did, because he always said he strongly
disapproved of what happened at Ormuz. Moreover, Senhor.,
I tell you he is a man who could have been with me a hundred
years without ever having cause to be displeased with me
or I with him, because it is not in his nature. I had a
great affection for him! In all our conversations I have
always found him sound, and we never failed to get on
well together."

Diogo Mendes may have been unreasonable and Al-
buquerque overbearing, but the person most to blame for
this affair was D. Manuel himself. He had sent Diogo Mendes
to Malacca insufficiently equipped and instructed Al-
buquerque to furnish any extra help that might be required,
besides attending to the Red Sea and the defence of India.
Either the King expected his captains to work miracles,
or else he was banking on Santiago's kind assistance!

It was April before Albuquerque was able to leave Goa.
The place by that time was in working order. The fortress
and the ramparts were defensible. Four hundred men were
left in garrison and Rodrigo Rabelo was installed in the